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Ku’d think oil workers would
have seen enough of the North
Sea by now but they are
amongst the most enthusiastic
competitors in the annual yacht
race between Macduff in
Scotland and Stavanger in
Norway. The race is now even
being sponsored by Mobil. Tony
James charts the course of this
unusual event.

allowing rudderless in the
middle of the North Sea with
a rising sea and gloomy

s weather  forecast, wasn't
yacht skipper Jim Meason's idea of the
perfect summer holiday. Particularly as he
was trying to win a major yacht race.

But Jim’s Orkney-based yacht is not
called Gambler for nothing. Lashing a
hatch-cover on to a spinnaker pole and
hanging it over the stern, the crew
persuaded the boat to steer the 150 miles to
Scotland arriving only 15 hours after the
winner of last year's race.

“That’s typical of what the Mobil North
Sea Race is all about”, says former Royal
Findhorn Yacht Club commodore Robin
Miller, who's sailed in every race since
1984. “We're ordinary people in fairly
ordinary boats. But we take that piece of
water very seriously. It can be fatal to do
otherwise.”
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Whisky galore
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To your average weekend boatie,
nothing about the annual 280-mile dash
between the Scottish fishing village of
Macduff and the Norwegian oil capital of
Stavanger — (scheduled for July 10 this
year) — is remotely ordinary. The route of
Scotland’s most popular off-shore yacht
race is littered with oil rigs and drilling
platforms, not all of which are on the
charts.

Fog can descend almost without
warning — in 1986, a Norwegian yacht
collided with a rig supply ship. The
notoriously-fickle North Sea weather
ranges abruptly from force seven gales to
flat calms. Last year half the fleet gave up
and motored into Macduff after the wind
had died.

This will be the third year that Mobil
North Sea has sponsored the event, which

was originally devised by local enthusiasts
in 1984 to build up links between Scots and
Norwegian yachtsmen. Nineteen yachts
entered the first race — from 52-footers to
22-foot day-racers — encountering violent
northerlies that blew them badly of course.
But everyone arrived safely in Stavanger.
Winner was the 52-ft ketch Dione.




Since then, the race has been a yearly
event. The tragic exception was 1988 when
the 58-boat race was cancelled after the
Piper Alpha oil-rig disaster three days
earlier. “It’s affected entries ever since,”
says Mobil's public affairs advisor Phil
Sands. “Only now are the numbers
increasing again — this year we’re hoping
for over 40.”

One of the main reason’s is the recent
enthusiastic involvement of the offshore oil
industry which sees the race as an ideal way
of improving employee relations and flying
the flag for Britain against Norwegian
business rivals.

“Norwegian boats have won every race
sofar,” says Phil. “It’s high time we reversed
the trend.” Last year, Dutch Courage,
owned, skippered and crewed by Mobil
employees just lost out to Robin Miller’s
Shallan of Rhu as winner of class two.

This year Mobil has chartered a 39-foot
yacht for its yachting-mad workers. “We
should have a really good chance,” predicts
Phil.

“We're hoping that staff from other
companies will challenge our crew. We
would even be prepared to add a new prize
to the Mobil North Sea Trophy for the
winning oil company entry. Over the years
the majority of entries have come from
Norway. It would be great to see more UK
boats.”

For the tiny fishing village of Macduff,
45 miles north of Aberdeen, becoming
either starting or finishing point of the
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